From the 

INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINING AUTHORITY 



To: 

Jones, Stephen Anthony 
ADAMSON JONES 
Broadway Business Centre 
32a Stoney Street 
Nottingham NG1 ILL 
GRANDE BRETAGNE 



ATENT COOPERATION TREATY 

PCT 



1 Adam 



Scanned 



1 3 APR 2004 

NOTIFlbATION OF TRANSMITTAL OF 
Acrfon: .^IHEJNTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 
03 p AMINATION REPORT 

(PCT Rule 71.1) 



Applicant's or agent's file reference 
50/433PyWO 



International appllcatron No. 
PCT/GB 03/01004 



Date of mailing 
(dayAnonth^ear) 



08.04.2004 



IMPORTANT NOTIFICATION 



International filing date (ctayAnonih//ear) 
10.03.2003 



Applicant 

TECHNOLOGY INNOVATION LIMITED ET AL. 



Priority date (dayAnonthJ^ear) 
09.03.2002 



1. 



The applicant is hereby notified that this International Preliminary Examining Authority transmits herewith thP 
SSon P^^^'^'"^'^ examination report and its annexes, if any. establlslied on Jk^S^^^^^^^^ 



^' ^omTunta'^^^^^^^^ 'Sec?eT^^^^^^ " '"'"^ '"^--^^-^^ 



3. 



4. REMINDER 

The applicant must enter the national phase before each elected Office bv performina certain actd /fiiinn 

A^cte 3°9Tl?Hs^^^^^^^^^^^^ ^''11 T"*^^ priority dL'e (orSiSToreO^^^^^ 

lArticiG 39(1 )) (see also the reminder sent by the International Bureau with Form PCT/IB/301 ). 

Where a translation of the international application must be furnished to an elected Office thaf franei=.H,>r, 
mus contain a translation of any annexes to the international prLlimfnary LaSio^^^ 
appl,canfs responsibility to prepare and furnish such translation dire^tty^o^S e1ecte?ffi^^^^^^ 

PcV^SrcanS GSIir """'"^'"^ '""^ ^"'^ requirements of the elected Offices, see Volume II of the 
InTb^llng^SJcf^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ - exemptions^from paSntM^^^^^^^ 



Name and mailing address of the international 
preflminary examining auttiorily: 

European Patent Office 
0-80298 Munich 

Tel. +49 89 2399 - 0 Tx: 623656 epmu d 
Fax: +49 89 2399 - 4465 



Authorized Officer 
Schmidbauer, A 

Tel. +49 89 2399-8222 
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ATENT COOPERATION TRE 

PCT 

INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 

(PCT Article 36 and Rule 70) 



Applicant's or agent's file reference 
50/433FAA/O 



International appjjcation No. 
PCT/GB 03^1004 



FOR FURTHER ACTION Notification of Transmittal of InternaUonal 

Preliminary Examlnallon Report (Form POTAPEMie) 



International filing date (dayAnonthJ^ear) 
10.03.2003 



International Patent Classification (IPC) or both national classification and IPC 
A61M 15/00 



Priority date (dayJhnonth^ear) 
09.03.2002 



Applicant 

TECHNOLOGY INNOVATIGN LIMITED ET AL. 



^ ' Piu '"!f ^national preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examininq 
Authority and Is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. ^ cAdmining 

2. This REPORT consists of a total of 4 sheets, including this cover sheet. 

la This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e. sheets of the description, claims andybr drawings which have 

^l^^i ^V^VJ^?"} containing rectifications made beforllhls Authority 

(see Rule 70.1 6 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 

These annexes consist of a lotai of 3 sheets. 



This report contains indications relating to the following items: 

Basis of the opinion 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and Industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Rule 66.2(a)(il) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicabilitv 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 

Certain observations on the Internationai application 



1 




II 


□ 


III 


□ 


IV 


□ 


V 




VI 


□ 


VII 


□ 


VIII 


□ 



Date of submission of the demand 
09.10.2003 


Date of completion of this report 
08.04.2004 


Name and mailing address of the international 
preliminary examining authority: 

European Patent Office 
^ D-80298 Munich 

Tel. +49 89 2399 - 0 Tx: 523656 epmu d 
Fax: +49 89 2399 - 4465 


Authorized Officer 

Lager. J {M } 
Telephone No. +49 89 2399-2957 ^v!**^ 



Form PCT4PEA/409 {Cover Sheet) (January 2004) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 

EXAMINATION REPORT International application No. PCT/GB 03/01004 



I. Basis of the report 



1 . With regard to the elements of the international application (Replacement sheets which have been furnished to 
the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "orioinal/v filed" 
and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. 16 and 70 17)} 



Description, Pages 

- 2 as originally filed 

Claims, Numbers 

"'-20 filed with telefax on 17.03.2004 

Drawings, Sheets 

1y5-5>5 as originally filed 



2. 



With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or fumlshed to this Authority in the 
language in which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under 
Hule 55.2 andA^r 55.3), 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application the 
international preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application In computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure 
m the international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form Is identical to the written seauence 
listing has been furnished. m^^^vc: 

4. The amendments have resulted In the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

13 the claims. Nos.: 21-22 

□ the drawings, sheets: 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (January 2004) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 
EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. PCT/GB 03/01 004 



5. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have 

been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)). 

mplrtf^^^"^^^^ ^^^^^ confa//7/hy such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 

6. Additional observations, if necessary: 

^" n^^^nlltinTl^^ Article^35{2) with regard to novelty. Inventive step or industrial applicability: 

citations and explanations supporting such statement HH««v,«iMniiy, 

1. Statement 

Novelty (N)' Yes: Claims 1-20 

No: Claims 

Inventive step (IS) Yes: Claims 1-20 

No: Claims 

industrial applicability (lA) Yes: Claims 1-20 

No: Claims 

2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY International application No. PCT/GB03/01004 

EXAMINATION REPORT - SEPARATE SHEET 



Section V. 



1 . The closest prior art is represented by document WO-A-98/26828 (cited at page 
1). The subject-matter of claim 1 differs from that teaching (and the teaching of 
any of US-A-4 860 740. US-A-5 873 360, EP-A-1 172 122 and EP-A-0 525 720) in 
that: 

a part of the wall of the chamber is formed as a deformable enclosure within which 
the container is received such that the at least one dispensing aperture Is sealed 
and from which the container can be introduced into the chamber by pressure 
applied to the external surface of the deformable enclosure, the system being 
arranged such that when the container is introduced into the chamber the 
container is held stationary. 

1 .1 None of the available prior art documents discloses a defomnable enclosure of the 
device chamber providing a seal of the container in the non usage status and 
which allows for the container to be stationary introduced into the chamber. 

1 .2 Such a device is an alternative solution to the known devices which provides for 
easy operation and a possible less audible powder administration in comparison 
with the devices having rotational capsules. The advantage of that the container is 
held stationary within the chamber minimizes the risk of powder loss due to device 
shaking. 

1 .3 Claim 1 therefore fulfils the requirements of Article 33(2)-(3) PCT. 

2. Claims 2-20 are dependent claims defining preferred embodiments of the system 
of claim 1 . 

3. Claims 1 -20 therefore fulfil the requirements of Article 33(2)-(4) PCT. 
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